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T H E  SU RV I V I N G  PA R E N T S  CO A L I T I O N  

R I D E  F O R  T H E I R  L I V E S  

Special Points of  

Interest:  

 

Å Families of missing persons in the 
Denver, Colorado area are 
encouraged to attend the Ride For 
Their Lives Event, where they 
will have the opportunity to give 
DNA samples to be included in 
the National DNA Index 
System. 

Å Two unidentified person cases in 
two states may be connected; the 
Massachusetts State Police, New 
York State Police and New 
Britain (Connecticut) Police 
Department request your help to 
identify these victims. 

Å The Virginia Beach Police 
Department and the FSU will 
present a Missing & 
Unidentified Person Workshop 
on September 30, 2010 which is 
free to attend. 

F OR EN SI C  S ERV I C ES  U NI T  

N EW SL E TT ER  

On August 20, 2010, 100 

bicyclists left Rochester, New 
York to begin the first leg of 

the Ride for Their Lives 
journey across the United 

States.  Making the complete 
journey are two men whose 

daughters were victims of 

abductions: Ed Smart and 

Ahmad Rivazfar. 

 

Ed Smartõs daughter, 

Elizabeth, was abducted from 
her home in 2002.  She was 

missing for nine months 

before being found alive.   

 

Ahmad Rivazfarõs eight and 
six year old daughters, Sayeh 

and Sara, were abducted by 
his ex-wifeõs boyfriend.  The 

boyfriend sexually assaulted 
both children, cut their 

throats, and left them for 
dead.  Sayeh survived, but 

Ahmadõs younger daughter 

Sara did not.   

 

Among dozens  of other 
parents, Ed and Ahmad have 

triumphed over their personal 
tragedies and honor their 

ch i l d r en  by cr ea t in g 
awareness and improving 

laws for child protection and 
safety as members of the 

Surviving Parents Coalition. 

 

Continued on page 2. 

Above:  Images from the Surviving Parents Coalition Ride for 

Their Lives stop in Columbus, OH courtesy of Kathy Pichler 



The Surviving Parents 

Coalition is currently hosting 
a month-long Ride for Their 

Lives event to raise 
awareness about child safety.  

The event will pass through 
26 cities before ending in Los 

Angles, Cal i forn ia on 

September 22, 2010. 

 

George Adams of the UNT 
Forensic Services Unit was 

honored to present and show 
our support at the Columbus, 

Ohio Ride for Their Lives stop 

on August 23, 2010. 

 

The FSU will also participate 

in the upcoming Ride for 
Their Lives stop in Denver, 

Colorado on September 6, 
2010.  The FSU will be 

present at this event and will 
have family reference DNA 

collection kits on hand to 
collect from any parents or 

relatives of missing persons. 

 

If you are a parent or relative 
of a missing person who has 

not yet provided a DNA 
sample to be included in the 

National DNA Index System, 
you are encouraged to come 

to the event to provide your 
DNA sample.  The collection 

process consists of having 

your cheek swabbed and 
signing consent paperwork to 

have your sample profiled 
and included in the DNA 

Index System at no cost.  The 

specific event location is: 

 

Columbine Memorial 

Clement Park 

7306 West Bowles Avenue 

Littleton, CO 80123 

4:00 PM 

 

Visit 
www.RideForTheirLives.com 

for more information. 

 

Page 2 

R I D E  FO R  T H E I R  L I V E S  (CO N T I N U E D )  

The Surviving Parents 

Coalition is comprised 

of individuals who have 

been through every 

parentõs worst 

nightmare.  These 

parents honor their 

children by creating 

awareness and 

improving laws for 

child protection and 

safety.  
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Above: Ed Smart and Ahmad Rivazfar at the Columbus, Ohio 

Ride for Their Lives event. Photo courtesy of Vicki Kelly. 

Above:  Surviving Parents Coalition members  

 

Below: George Adams of the UNTFSU speaks at the Ride for 
Their Lives event in Columbus, OH on August 23, 2010.  Photos 

courtesy of Kathy Pichler. 

http://www.RideForTheirLives.com


TRAINING FOR MEDICAL EXAMINERS,  CORONERS,  FORENSIC PERSONNEL AND INVESTIGATORS 

WORKING M ISSING PERSONS,  HOMICIDE,  AND UNIDENTIFIED PERSONS REMAINS CASES 

Workshop Overview: 

The number of unidentified human remains and missing persons has been referred to as our countryõs 

òSilent Mass Disasteró.  Each day, in the United States, there are over 100,000 active missing persons 

cases. Tens of thousands of individuals, both children and adults, vanish every year under suspicious 

circumstances.  The number of families with long term missing loved ones over the past twenty years can 

only be estimated in the hundreds of thousands. 

Medical examiners, coroners and law enforcement agencies continue to retain thousands of skeletal 

remains that cannot be identified by conventional methodologies.  Many in the medicolegal community are 

still unaware of the variety of identification services that are available to them at no cost, or they may lack 

the proper training and understanding to utilize these tools.  As a result, many remains continue to carry 

the title òunidentifiedó and families are denied the resolution they so desperately seek. 

This training program has been designed to address this growing problem.  The goal is to empower the 

medicolegal community with the knowledge, training and tools needed to reduce the number of missing 

and unidentified persons in the United States. An emphasis will be placed on the utilization of the CODIS 

DNA databases and the NamUs databases and how to enter existing cases to facilitate identifications. 

For additional information on NamUs, visit www.namus.gov. 

M ISSING AND UNIDENTIFIED PERSON 

WORKSHOP 

THE VIRGINIA BEACH POLICE 
DEPARTMENT PRESENTS: 
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September 30,  2010 
  

Law Enforcement Tra in ing Academy 

411 Integr i ty  Way 

Vi rg inia Beach,  VA 23454 
  

For regist ra t ion information,  contact: 
  

Detect ive Angela Murphy 
  

757 -385 -4023 /  amurphy@vbgov.com 



Massachusetts State Police Case # 95-108-0900-0265 

NamUs Record:  https://identifyus.org/cases/7254  
 

Fingerprints are available for comparison through the 

Massachusetts State Police and will be uploaded to NamUs. 

 

Demographic Information: 
 

Race: Unknown - Possibly Hispanic or Black 

Est. Age: 30 to 45 years  

Ht/Wt: 5õ-02ó to 5õ-05ó / 120 to 130 pounds 

 

Case Overview: 
 

On October 6, 1995, the Massachusetts State Police assigned 

to the Hampden County District Attorneyõs Office began an 
investigation into the homicide of an unidentified female 

found in the town of Tolland, Massachusetts.  The victim had 
been shot and her body was left in an area outside the 

entrance of the Tolland State Forest.   

 

On September 28, 1995, the city of New Britain, Connecticut 
commenced an investigation into the homicide of a second 

unidentified female.  This victim was also shot.  Investigators 
from New Britain and the Massachusetts State Police 

currently believe the crimes are linked and the victims may, in 
fact, be related.  See page 6 for more information on the New 

Britain, CT case.   
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FE A T U R E D  U N I D E N T I F I E D  CA S E #1 : 
U N I D E N T I F I E D  F E M A L E  F O U N D  I N  T O L L A N D ,  M A  1 0- 0 6- 1 9 9 5 
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Above: Composite sketches showing the victim with and without eyeglasses. 

Clothing, Accessories and Unique Characteristics: 

 

The victim was wearing size 7-1/2 Passport shoes, size 8-P Bill 

Blass jeans and a Trends brand sweatshirt with a distinctive 
pattern.  She wore four rings, a gold colored Sergio Valente 

wristwatch and drop pendant type earrings.  She also wore an 
upper denture, a partial lower denture, and prescription 

eyeglasses which were Metaline #7 style and maroon or red in 

color. 

 

Photographs of the decedentõs clothing and accessories are 

shown of page 5.  It is believed that the victimõs sweatshirt was 
purchased at one of three stores in the New York Capital 

District area.  These stores are located in Schenectady, the 
Northway Mall in Colonie, and the Wilton Mall in Saratoga 

Springs.  The sweatshirt was probably purchased in 1994. 

 

A cigarette pack with a New York tax stamp was found at the 
scene near the victim.  Investigators have determined through 

the New York State Office of Tax Enforcement that this stamp 
had been used by a company located in Latham, New York.  

This company distributed the cigarettes to be sold in local 

stores throughout the Capital District Area.   

 

A forensic test concluded that the victim may have resided in 

the Capital District or Upstate New York area prior to her death. 

 

 

https://identifyus.org/cases/7254

